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Northern Review Boards Strengthen Coordination to
Support Efficient and Predictable Northern Project
Reviews

Whitehorse, Yellowknife, Inuvik and Cambridge Bay — [April 2026]

The Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board (YESAB), Mackenzie Valley
Environmental Impact Review Board (MVEIRB), Environmental Impact Review Board (EIRB) and
Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) are strengthening coordination of environmental and socio-
economic assessment processes across Canada’s North to support more efficient, predictable, and

transparent project reviews.

This strategic collaboration aligns with federal and territorial priorities to improve impact assessment
and review processes by increasing coordination, reducing duplication, and supporting timely, well -
informed decisions - while maintaining rigorous environmental assessment standards, Indigenous

rights, and northern co-management principles.

Recognizing that northern projects, ecosystems, and Indigenous interests often cross territorial and
administrative boundaries, the Boards are advancing practical coordination measures that improve
alignment and clarity while respecting each Board's legislated mandate and independent decision -

making authority.
Key highlighted messages

¢ Co-ordinated project reviews: the Boards are working together to improve consistency and
efficiency across jurisdictions.

e Efficiency with integrity: More efficient assessment processes that are rigorous, fair, and
timely and reflect northern environmental, social, cultural, and economic realities

¢ Clarity and predictability: Better alignment of information requirements and processes will
improve certainty for proponents, governments, Indigenous organizations, and the pubilic.

¢ Indigenous Knowledge at the centre: Coordination strengthens the integration of
Indigenous Knowledge and regional context into assessment and decision making.

e Strong partnerships, better outcomes: Shared approaches reduce administrative burden

while supporting high-quality assessments.
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The Northern Boards have developed and continue to evolve a comprehensive suite of MOUs and
cooperation agreements that allow us to work in a highly coordinated way on cross-jurisdictional
assessments. These agreements enable shared approaches, aligned information requirements, and
collaborative review processes that promote consistent and comprehensive consideration of

environmental, social, cultural, and economic effects in project assessments.

By working together, we are supporting responsible northern development, regulatory certainty, and
strong environmental stewardship while advancing modern, efficient, and credible project
assessment processes that reflect northern realities. The Northern Review Boards will continue to
strengthen collaboration to deliver processes that benefit northern communities and future

generations.
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